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“Me: How do you say ‘drinking’ in Nayaka language? Masigane:
what'’s the point to ask us how to say ‘drinking’? You should write in your notebook ‘I want to drink water;

can you give me a glass of hot water’.
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Rajan: “Even though this elephant killed him, we consider him good budi elephant. This
elephant kifled him when he had no other option. They met in such a narrow path, it had no
other option except to kill him. Those elephants that came here and destroyed Maren1's
house (the Maren referred to here, is a different Maren than the one killed in Kapikadu) —

coming on the house from all four corners — this group (kofta) is bad budi elephants.
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“we also learn that growth and change are essentially a reflection of self- determination of moving towards our
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true potential true the trails and tribulation threw the weather of our lives and then their wholeness.”
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If a man is taking liquor or having other bad habits [it was clear that Sangaren was referring here to Masigane’s
drinking habits but wished to avoid addressing him directly] ... he will not change that habit, even if other
people are telling him, he will not change. He must himself think to change his habit — then only he can

26 change
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“a primary orientation of indigenous education is that each person is their own teacher and that learning is
connected to each individual's life process meaning is looked for in everything. especially in the workings of
the natural world. all things comprising. nature are teaching of mankind ; what is a cultivated and practiced
openness to the lesson that the world has to teach .ritual mythology ,and the art of storytelling - combined with
the cultivation of relationship to one's inner self .family ,community and natural environment - are utilized to
help individuals realize their potential for learning and living a complete life .Individuals are enabled to reach
completeness by learning how to trust their natural instincts to listen to look to create to reflect and see thing
deeply to understand and apply their intuitive intelligence and to recognize and honor the teacher of spirit within

themselves and the natural world .this is the educational legacy of indigenous people”?’
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“My son cannot get budi from me and from my wife. He needs to learn by himself. Now he has only some
budi; still, if you come here in ten years he will remember you; that you came here and lived with us in this
house. When children at his age go to the forest they can have budivery fast, but budiis not only of the

forest.”
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29] effrey kane(ed) education information and transformation: essays on learning and thinking (upper saddle river, NJ: Merrill
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October 227 2003, evening time at Sangaren’s house, before dinner. About half an hour ago | was sitting with
Rajan going over and making corrections to the first trench of simple phrases in the Nayaka language that |
had entered into my computerized dictionary sheets. Sangaren came in and expressed interest in what we
were doing and then, slightly amused slightly curious, he asked me to read out loud the phrases written on the

sheets. Gladly, | started to read some of the phrases:

Nan biscuit tindyane = | am eating a biscuit. o
Nan sudu-near kurdfindyane = | am drinking hot-water. )
Maley banfu = Rain is coming. o

31.leffrey kane(ed) education information and transformation: essays on learning and thinking (upper saddle river, NJ: Merrill

1999) Greg Cajete »The Making of An Indigenous Teachers: Insight into Ecology of Teaching page-165
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Nana(ge) goftfu = | understand. o

Nana(ge) gottu kane = | do not understand. o

Nina(ge) mane h(y)eala? = Where is your house? o

Nan Nayaka-basha kallieke = | want to learn Nayaka language. )
Nayaka-basha Kalpade Kasta = It is difficult to learn Nayaka language. o
nin tindeva? = Do you want to eat? o

Nan kadaige oppade =1 am going to the shop. o

After little more than dozen phrases Sangaren stopped me and in a raised tone told us: “I don’t understand
this. This is a fapu (in this context: a wrong way to be doing something), no? | cannot understand how these
phrases join with each other! It is better to make it like this: ‘come, sit down on the mat with me’. The next thing
should be ‘where is your house?’ And then you say: ‘I live on the other side’, and then ‘how many families live

there?’ It should come in this way, then only it would be right”. 32
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